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preaching siege, it would be safe to predict that
the contest must be long and bloody. The peo-
ple of Nineveh must feel that not only the su-
premacy of western Asify but their very existence
as an independent people, was at stake. The As-
syrians would certainly fight with the intensity of
despair. We do not know, unfortunately, the
story of that memorable siege. A people civilized
for centuries was walled in by the forces of a
new people fresh, strong, invincible. Then, as
often in later days, civilization went down before
barbarism. Nineveh fell into the hands of the
Scythians. Later times preserved a memory that
Sin-shar-ishkun perished in the flames of his palace,
to which he had committed himself when he fore-
saw the end.1

The city was plundered of everything of value
which it contained, and then given to the torch.
The houses of the poor, built probably of un-
burnt bricks, would soon be a ruin. The great
palaces, when the cedar beams which supported
the upper stories had been burnt off, fell in heaps.
Their great, thick walls, built of unburnt bricks
with the outer covering of beautiful burnt bricks,
cracked open, and when the rains descended the
unburnt bricks soon dissolved away into the clay
of which they had been made. The inhabitants
Lad fled to the four winds of heaven and returned

'Abydcnus, Frag 7, Mtiller-Didot, Frag. Swt. Gru>c, 5v, pp. 282, 283,
narrates that Suracos so met his end, and it is now generally believed that
he is Sui-whar-iahkim,